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I11. Economic, social and political country background
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3. State policies and actions
Budget and public expenditure
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4. Main economic sectors at a glance
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5. Government international relations, types of commercial contracts and the
government role, privatization potential and horizons
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IV. The General Investment climate
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V. Legal and judicial situation- an economic approach

1. Speed and efficiency of commercial and civil procedures time and cost

(particularly regarding execution of verdicts)
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2. Alternative dispute resolution, eligibility of state to resort to Arbitration, joining

international arbitration conventions
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exclusive jurisdiction to hear and determine any claims in which the Centre, the Centre
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V1. Leqgal Business environment (various commercial legislations, an introduction

and assessment)
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It is widely assumed that the delays stem from the concerns of some of the
UAE's traditional business groups to preserve their privileges.” * t
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The Economist, Dimmer prospects for reform in the UAE, Pushed aside, February 20t, 2008:
http://www.economist.com/displaystory.cfm?story id=10717040
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on its governmental reform agenda has been nothing short of spectacular. In less than three
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years, the number of employees in the civil service has dropped from 64,000 to 11,000 and
municipal staff numbers have fallen from 45,000 to 4,300. Essential services have been

outsourced to the private sector and cost savings are already being recorded. (® )

"t
D 1 /
* The Abu Dhabi Tourism Authority (ADTA) is
targeting a total of 2.7m leisure tourists annually by 2012 compared to 1.45m in 2007.
Abu Dhabi's policy agenda, “Realising our potential”, is unequivocally aiming to build the
emirate's reputation as a high-end cultural destination so as to develop a unique brand Some
key luxury hotel developments have been announced in 2008 and, along with the Abu Dhabi
National Exhibition Centre (ADNEC), will provide the necessary infrastructure for the
rapidly growing meetings, incentives, conferences and exhibitions (MICE) and business
tourism market ¢ 1 /

-
|
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3, http:/Aww.meed.com/uae/specialcover/2008/06/special_report_abu_dhabi reforms_deliver strong_growth.html.
4 http:/Iwww.oxfordbusinessgroup.com/publication.asp?country=36
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5 Administrative decision no (25) of 2008 in respect of organizing the economic activities and issuance of licenses issued in
compliance with Article (18) of Law no (5) of 1998 concerning the issuance of licenses in the emirate of Abu Dhabi.
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1. Introduction to the various means of doing business in the UAE
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a. Legal entities provided for under Companies Law

1- General partnership company

only # <F

2- Simple limited partnership company
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3- Limited liability company (most common form)
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#  $Anti-Fronting Law'% "
$enabling a foreigner, whether natural or
artificial, to carry on any economic or professional activity not allowed to be carried on by him,
whether for his own account or with the participation of a third party, in accordance with the
law and decisions in force in the UAE, or to enable the foreigner to evade his obligations$
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5- Private Joint Stock Company
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6- Public Joint Stock Company
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8- Branch or representative office of a foreign company
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b. Investment means provided for under other laws

1- Professional Firms
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D) $Exceptionally, non-UAE nationals may be licensed to

practice simple professional and vocational activities which shall be determined by the

concerned authority under the following terms...".

2- Appointing a Commercial Agent (Exclusive Distributor)
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3- Setting up in a free zone
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2. Overview of pertinent laws and regulations

a. Intellectual Property laws
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b. Consumer protection law
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d. Rental laws
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MBut in case the contract period is three years or less, the landlord may neither increase the
rent amount specified in the contract more than once a year no more than 7% each time.
However, the said percentage may go up or down upon a decree by the Chairman of the
Executive Council as he deems it appropriate. For contracts of more than three years, the
percentage of annual rent amount increase shall be fixed upon a decree issued by the Executive
Council$ ¥ ) /
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f. Foreign Investment Law
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g. Anti-Money Laundering Law
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i. Real estate laws
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VIl. The major reform activities and programs in the country
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IX. Annexes
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